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tesy GreenParking

Drivers, meet Ray, the silicon valet

Gulf Traffic closes
with bow from high
tech forklift system

Ramola Talwar Badam

DUBAI // Ray, the robot con-
erge, could be parking your
rifyou depart from an airport
inthe UA in the near future ifa
team of flexible, intelligent fork-
lifts is signed up byauthorities.
‘The system, currently being
used in sections of Dusseldorf
airport, was unveiled in the re-
gion on the final day of the Gulf

ing systemswhere a factorylike
facility is purpose built, this
uscs cxising car parks with ro-
bot additi

# lmugme a l'qulifl that takes
yourearintoa normal car park
‘and stacks cars next to each oth-
er. Since we reduce driveways,
weachieve 60 percent more cars

passenger dropping their car
in azone where cameras scan

es,” said Dave Hill, internation-
al representative of the Interna-
lmnal Parking Institute, USA.

its height, weight and licence
plates. Usi: thy

passenger fills in details about

information system:
‘Then Robot Ray uses three-di-
0 A

parked in th ” said
Sam Alawiye, chief executive of
GreenParking, a parking man-
agement company that repre-
sents Serva, the German manu-
factured system.

“We are talking to airports in
the UAE and also to airport:
the region,” he said, declining
to name them for reasons of

size of the vehicle, lifts it and
takesittobe parked
GreenParking salso discuss-
ing baggage drop-of

Cost :sllmaled aA between
Dh7million and Dh8m. En-
hancements would cost extra.
The launch drew interest from
conference visitors.

Te %
Different to automated park-

25-70

The new system involves a

“This is p because
you can retrofit existing garag:
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po per cent of garage space. It
is probably expensive but there

value is high, like Downtown
ubai."”

Blake Laufer, vice president
research for T2 Systems, Cana-
da, said the challenge would be
handlinga surgein demand.

“When you have a large num-
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UAE and
Chinato
rewrite

relations

Mohammed bin Zayed's visit to Beijing
will include range of agreements in areas
including trade, security and telecoms

Caline Malek

ABUDHABI/{ A new page in the
UAE's relationship with China
will bewritten during the three-

stand at around §54.8 billion,
and trade has increased by 16
percentannually for the past six
years. With 4,200 Chinese com-
panies registered in the UAE,

bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu

Dhabi, startingon Sunday.
Drsultan Al Jaber, Minister of

Staee saidyesterday thata range

the largest Middlc
East market for Chinese prod-
ucts.”

Hmmdthﬂlm of thevisitwas
to “enhance such numbers, in-

finance, in-
veslmem logistcs, ey ed-

enues for cooperation that will

ucatio
be signed during thevisit by
sheikh Mohammed, also Dep-

expanded strategically, benefit
both countries and creatinga

commanderofthe
Armchnrtn
‘The Crown Prince will meet
president i Jinping and senior
officials in his third trip to the
country,
rhis visit comes at a critical
time,” Dr Al Jabersaid. “The UAE
and Ghina have been able to es-
tablishavery strong, deeplyroot-
well founded in

berofp ing to get cars
at the same time, you would still
be limited o~

areas like political, economic,
areas ke 5

on the region-
aleconomy”.

Last April, the UAE became
founding partner of the Asian
Investment and Infrastructure
Bank.

“We areabigand key support-
er of the One Belt, One Road
Dr Al Jaber said. “It
is China’s primary foreign and
domestic growth policy vehi-
cle that focuses on facilitating.

botsand bays where cars can be
aceessed.”

“This visit will act as a para-
digm shift in this whole rela-
tionship and a new platform

tour best
efforts to help enhance it, while
we engage in identifying and

trade, i and diplo-
‘matic ties in central Asia.

“We find the UAE to be a natu-
ral partner for this very impor-
tantinitiative.”

He said it would have a direct
impact on improving econom-

Abdullah
lashes out
atISIL

coop-
eration areas.”

He said deeper involvement
with Chinawould further con-
tribute to the UAE's economic
developmentand open invest-
ment opportunities in arcas
including renewable energy,

infra-

“In
is comprehensive,
s nature, progres:
sive, inclusiveandwe area com-
mitted partner to it,” he said.
“The UAE-China relationship is
extremely high on our agenda
from a political, economicand
ofview."

structure, rail, aerospace and
finance.
“Our main aim through this

China relies on the Middle
East forits oil imports and en-
ergy, making regional stability

=3 Minister

Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, a
professor of political sci-
nce, said first

visitis weelevate

Beljing.
o

|IIIL"I| interestsacross thtvlsll s
agenda,” DrAl Jaber sai

step but there needed to be
amore concerted effort to
tackle extremism in the re-
gion.

“It's not something that
the UAE o US can doalone,
there has to be a broader,
more concerted effort to
counterISIL,” he said.

Dr Theodore Karasik, a
UAE security analyst, also

social-media initiatives
that will be seeking to dis-
rupt and mitigate ISIL’s
ideology,” he said.

‘The Sawab Centre works
with people and organisa-
tions around the world to
counter ISIL propaganda
and reveal the true crimi-
nalnature and intent of the
extremist group. The word
Sawab in Arabic signifies
“doing the right thing” or
beingon the “right path.

£ nhanif@thenational.ae
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will be useful for both sides 0
further connect their devel-
chonent atcuiégicy dnd make

willallow forlong-term

erauon, said Lhang Hua, Chi-

<. whi
tability, y
in the broader region. Bilateral
trade in 1984 was about US$63
million [Dh231.4m]
“The current figures for 2015

Dr Sultan Al Jaber Minister of State
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tothe UAE,

" China has long viewed the
UAEasamajor partner for coop-
eration in the Middle East and
the Gulf. Bilateral trade hit anew
high and our cooperation in en-
ergy, finance and investment
projects has been fruitful.”

Dr Theodore Karasik, a geopo-
litical analyst, said the UAE's po-
sition atthe crossroads between
Asia, Europe and Africamade it
extremelyimportant to China.

“Given that the UAE is at the
centre of Befjing’s plans for eco-
nomic expansion and growth
it's only natural that the leader-
ship of the UAE would be visit-
ing Beijingat this time,” Dr Kar-
asiksaid.

Hesaid talkson securitywould
be important, as China is in-
creasingits presenceand inter-
estin affairs in the Levant and
theGCC.
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